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and no-future careers in Hollywood, 
most likely just packed up and went 
home.  The production crew acci-
dents?  Well, accidents happen!  

Or, perhaps, just perhaps, there’s 
another explanation!   Director David 
Flores (Lake Placid 2, Boa vs. Py-
thon), working with a “what if” script 
concocted by actor-turned-writer 
Jeff Coatney and screenwriter Kevin 
VanHook (Voodoo Moon, The Fallen 
Ones) have taken the backstory of 
DeMille’s 1923 film production of The 
Ten Commandments and fashioned 
a chilling tale of what actually took 
place way back then.  

The result is Sands of Oblivion, 
and Anchor Bay has the DVD slated 
for delivery on Mar. 11.  

After we get the story from 
DeMille himself (played nicely by 
Dan Castellaneta) in a prologue, the 
film flashes forward to the present 
day.  It seems that DeMille — always 
the showman — had unwisely used 
actual artifacts from Egypt that he be-
lieved triggered a curse.  Rather than 
sort out what was the source of the 
evil, he had the entire set buried.

Fresh from the war in Iraq, Mark 
(Victor Webster — Mutant X) and his 
grandfather, John (George Kennedy), 
have decided to go on a little adven-
ture and dig up a time capsule that 
was buried by John as a young boy 
on the set of the film.  They soon hook 
up with Dr. Alice Carter (Morena Bac-
carin), her “students” (think: future 
victims) and her estranged husband 
(Adam Baldwin), who are also looking 
for the legendary DeMille set.  

It is not long before they all learn 
that things buried in the sand, should 
remain buried in the sand!  Bonus 
features on the DVD release include 
the behind-the-scenes production 
featurette titled “Beyond The Dunes: 
Making Sands of Oblivion.”

Sands Continued

age, filmmaker 
Robert Zemeckis 

has taken the process to the next level in 
Beowulf.  To be sure the process will be 
compared with director Zack Snyder’s 
300 … perhaps this is the future of big-
budget action epics?

Regardless, Beowulf (played by 
Ray Winstone — The Proposition, The 
Departed and in next summer’s release 
of Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull) comes to the rescue 
of King Hrothgar (Anthony Hopkins) and his young queen, Wealthrow 
(Robin Wright Penn), after his “mead hall” is laid waste by the ogre-like 
creature named Grendel (voice of Crispin Glover).  

Once Grendel is dealt with — no man before Beowulf had the cour-
age to stand against him — the fury 
of Grendel’s mother has to be faced.  
It’s a safe bet that those among us 
who had to plow through the epic 
poem of Beowulf in college never 
quite imagined a naked Angela Jolie 
as Grendel’s mother.  Who knew!

Mom is a beautiful seductress — it makes you wonder who Grendel’s 
father was — who manages to take the wind out of Beowulf’s sails.  Still, 
a grateful Hrothgar sets him up as the heir-apparent for defeating Grendel 
and all is right once again in the land.  

Happy ending?  Not quite, years later — as king — Beowulf must once 
again protect the realm against impossible odds.  This time, it comes in the 
form of Grendel’s pet dragon, a fierce flying beast that knows no match in 
all creation.  

Zemeckis’ film more or less fol-
lows the poem — sort of a graphic 
CliffsNotes version — and in the pro-
cess provides plenty of action, great 
special effects, a slam-bang ending 
… and then there is Mrs. Pitt.  

Bonus features showcase deleted scenes and five featurettes, including 
“A Hero’s Journey: The Making of Beowulf,” “Beasts of Burden: Designing 
the Creatures of Beowulf” and “Creating the Ultimate Beowulf.”

Beowulf Continued

Grendel (voice of Crispin Glover) in a scene 
from Paramount's Feb. 26 DVD release of 
Beowulf.

Well Go USA's The Unseen Debuts Mar. 18
Richardson, Texas-based Well Go USA has cap-

tured the domestic DVD distribution rights to writer/
director Lisa France’s film festival favorite, The Unseen.  
Street date will Mar. 18.

Filmed on location in rural Georgia, The Unseen 
is about the kind of secrets that people can carry with 
them for a lifetime.  The ones that are bottled-up and 
allowed to brew to into hate and mistrust.  Mix in class 
differences and race, and even small kindnesses can be 
seen as an affront … a challenge to the status quo.  

The "match is light" on this incendiary mix when Roy (Steve Harris 
— Minority Report) returns home to take over the family store and reluc-
tantly gets involved in the life of his boyhood friend, Harold (Gale Harold 
— Queer as Folk) ... they share a secret that should stay buried!
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McLeod's Daughters Return From Koch, Feb. 5

Orders Due: February 12, 2008
Street Date: March 18, 2008

New Announcements Page 10

New Announcements Continued

Arcanum Ent./Halo Park
03/25/08 — Sets Naked and Lustful 
(English dubbed version)

Arts Alliance America
03/25/08 — Sets Bad Meat

Artsmagic
02/26/08 — Adds Bob Dylan’s New York: 
The Greenwich Village Folk Scene and 
Beyond (2 disc set)
03/25/08 — Sets Land-Based Fighters 
and Bombers, McDonnell Douglas F-4 
Phantom II and Sir Gawain and the 
Green Knight: The Mystery of the Liter-
ary Masterpiece

Big Idea
01/15/08 — Released VeggieTales: A 
Snoodle’s Tale - A Lesson in Self-Worth

Big Vision
01/15/08 — Released World Wrestling 
Network Presents: FLP - BYOB Hangover 
and XPW Class-X Presents: XPW-TV the 
Complete Second Season (3 disc set)

Blue Underground 
03/25/08 — Sets Mad Dog Killer (aka 
Beast with a Gun) and Violent City (aka: 
The Family)

Capitol/EMI
01/15/08 — Released Jules Massenet: 
Manon (2 disc set), Leif Ove Andsnes: 
Ballad for Edvard Grieg and Olivia 
Newton-John and Sydney Symphony: 
Live and the Sydney Opera House

Caroline - Astralwerks
02/12/08 — Sets Hot Chip: Made in the 
Dark (DVD/CD combo)

Cinema Libre
01/15/08 — Released Speaking Freely 
#4: Chalmers Johnson

Cinequest Films
01/15/08 — Released Awakening from 
the Dead (Serbian)

Clarendon Entertainment
03/25/08 — Sets Who Killed Martin 
Luther King?

Koch Vision has tabbed Feb. 5 as the release date 
for the fifth installment of the outback saga of love, 
survival and making a go of it at Drovers Run, McLeod’s 
Daughters: The Complete Fifth Season (an eight-disc 
set).  Also on Feb. 5 is the British crime series, Wire in the 
Blood: The Complete Fourth Season (a four-disc set). 

Israeli documentary filmmaker Ido Haar's second 
film, 9 Star Hotel, which chonicles the survival tech-
niques of two Palestinian laborers, is also set for Feb. 
5.  This look at overcoming all obstacles to find work 
in Israel  is in Israeli and Arabic, with English subtitles ... the ARR for 9 Star 
Hotel is 256 days after an all-too-brief arthouse showcase run.


